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SWANSEA 
TASMANIA  

1973 
 

Tasmania Is Down 
Under the Land  

Down Under 
By Paul Hendrickson 
Feb. 4, 1973  
Credit...The New York 
Times Archives 
For original article and info go to   
https://www.nytimes.com/1973/02/04/
archives/tasmania-is-down-under-the-
land-down-under-tasmania-is-the-
other.html 
It is a Sunday morning in Swansea, Tas-
mania (pop. 680). Great Oyster Bay 
sleeps. The golf links off Waterloo Point 
are empty. The public bar at the Swan Inn 
is locked tight. 
Every sound seems magnified: the clang, 
of a Sunday School bell, on the hill, the 
lurching of Tom Bryan's bakery truck as 
he finishes his daily rounds, even the 
slurps of a milk shake being downed by a 
teen‐ager outside Ray Short's Milk Bar. A 
dog barks, a cat purrs, a few seagulls cry. 
All else in this sandy hamlet on the edge 
of the Tasman Sea, at very nearly the 
bottom of the world, is still. 

Or so you would suspect. But actually, at 
this moment, hidden safely away behind 
the thick oaken doors of the Swansea 
Football Club, a raucous, bawdy tradition 
is being honourably up: held—the Sun-
day morning “practice.” While their 
womenfolk sleep away the day, while 
apples grow ripe in orchards and sheep 
graze in pastures gone brown from the 
hammer heat of summer, the men of Aus-
tralia's oldest rural municipality once 
again whoop it up. Noisy Bill Gray is the 
focus of this Sunday's attention. Shoes 
unlaced, cardigan on backwards, unshav-
en, this hulk of an aging farmer can trim 
any two men his size—and did it several 
weeks earlier over in Campbelltown. But 
it is going to take more than insults to get 
a rise out of Noisy Bill this crisp morn-
ing, and no matter how hard his mates 
continue to poke away at him, he isn't 
having any. 
“You'd steal anyone's chickens, you 
would,” says Hilton Salter, the village 
census taker, handyman at the Swan Inn 
and, according to his boss, the most lika-
ble rogue in town. 
Noisy Bill doesn't stir. 
Mickey Flynn, much younger than Gray 
and something of a village Don Juan, 
says: “Blokes are sayin' you're the biggest 
fibber this side of the black stump.” * 
Nothing. 
Kevin. McConner, bartender at the week-
ly slosh, winks at Spud Hill, the sawmill 
owner, and tells Noisy Bill: “Mate, you're 
cut off. Go home and boil the billy.” ** 
 

So Hal Rouleston, publican, resident in-
tellectual and probably the only man in 
Swansea with more than one tie, changes 
the tactics. A proper Englishman who 
immigrated to Tasmania five years ago in 
search, of a hotel, Hal ties a finely 

clipped moustache that twitches as he 
speaks. In his starched shirt and pressed 
trousers, he makes a comical contrast 
with Gray and company. No matter. Bill 
for once is listening. 
“I know I'm supposed to be a Tasmanian 
50 years before I'm allowed to comment 
on the island,” he says. “But if you were 
to ask me, I'd say there's too many damn 
liberals here. Besides that, we're over 
governed.” 
It works. If there is one thing close to Bill 
Gray's heart—closer than a stubbie of 
Hobart Bitter, closer than a Saturday 
night hoot or this Sunday morning 
howl—it is talking politics. So for the 
next hour, he badgers them, joking at one 
point how even his “bloody chickens lay 
eggs like they're unionized,” serious 
enough at another to shout about com-
munism, bringing the house down finally 
with his castigation of organized labour: 
“I work so 'ard on me own farm that I 'ad 
an itch on me behind,” three days ago and 
ain't scratched it yet.” When the last bot-
tle is drained, when the hat has long since 
been passed for next week's “practice 
sermon” Old Bill Gray is still there shout-
ing to his teammates. When he does 
leave, it is with the reluctance of a man 
who still has points to press. 
* black stump: an Australian phrase go-
ing back to frontier days, the legendary 
farthest point in the hinterland beyond 
which there was nothing. 
** boil the billy: make a pot of tea. A 
billy is a can, pot or kettle in which tea is 
boiled, usually over a campfire. stubble: a 
squat, fat little bottle. 
These are the men of Swansea, Tasma-
nia—farmers, fishermen and foresters 
whine lives seem lost in a pristine time 
and a place clipped from the picture 
books of England or Ireland. Theirs is a 
story of The Other Australia the forgotten 
big toe of that giant in the southern seas. 
If much of mainland Australia is still the 
empty, vast and brooding continent, then 
its island state Tasmania Is still the hid-
den seascape, tucked away in a land mass 
only 180 miles long and 190 wide. The  
 

Continued on page 5 & 6 

 

CORRECTION  
Final newsletter for 2021 is 

14th Dec not 21st Dec as  
stated in last weeks issue 
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SWANSEA ONLINE  
ACCESS CENTRE 

Inc.  
swansea.oac@education.tas.gov.au 

& 

GREAT OYSTER BAY  
COMMUNITY NEWS 

gobcnews@gmail.com 
 

Franklin St. Swansea (at library) 
Phone: 0424 425 908 

 

OPEN 10–3pm MON-FRI 
CLOSED WEEKENDS  
+ PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 

social distancing required. 
—————————————–——— 

 

SWANSEA  
LIBRARY 

 

Franklin St. Swansea  
(at Primary School) 
Phone: 6257 8607  

 

OPEN TUESDAY & THURSDAY 
9.30 am–12.30pm 1.15pm-4.15pm 

CLOSED ALL OTHER DAYS  
+ PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 

——————–———–—————— 
 

BICHENO  
LIBRARY 

 

78 Burgess Street (at Town Hall) 
Phone: 6387 5609 

 

OPEN MON/WED/FRI 2pm–4pm 
TUES/THURS 10am–2pm  

SAT 10am–Noon 
CLOSED ALL OTHER DAYS  

+PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
————————————————— 

GLAMORGAN -
SPRING BAY 

COUNCIL 
 

9 Melbourne Street, Triabunna 
 operating normal hours of operation, 

Monday to Friday  
9.00am – 4.30pm 

BUT with some changes, go to 
https://gsbc.tas.gov.au/services-facilities/

public-notices/ for details 
————————————————- 

WASTE MANAGEMENT CENTRES 
(WMC) 

 

SUMMER OPENING TIMES 
——————————–——————- 

BICHENO WMC – 2km south of the 
town, on the Tasman Hwy. 

———————————————— 

COLES BAY WMC – turn off Coles Bay 
Rd, about 5kms from the township. 

———–————-————————- 

ORFORD WMC –Tasman Hwy, just 
north of Raspins Beach. 

————————————————— 

SWANSEA WMC – top of Maria St. 
————————————————— 

All four WMCs are open from 
Monday–Friday 2:30pm-4:30pm 

10.00am-2.00pm on Sundays 
Open all Public Holidays, 

except Good Friday and Christmas Day. 
 Closed Saturdays 

 

EAST COAST HERITAGE 
 MUSEUM 

22 Franklin Street, Swansea 
Open Mon to Fri 10am–4pm 

Closed Good Friday & Christmas Day 
www.eastcoastheritage.org.au 

(We are Covid Compliant,  
be COVID-19 Safe) 

———————————————— 

SPRING BAY 
ONLINE  

ACCESS CENTRE 
Inc.  

 

Vicary & Melbourne Street 
Triabunna, Tasmania 7190 

Phone: 0472 511 136 
springbay.oac@education.tas.gov.au 

 

OPEN 10-2pm MON-FRI 
CLOSED WEEKENDS 
+ PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 

Social distancing required. 
—————————————-——— 

 

ALL SAINTS OP SHOP  
Franklin St. Swansea 

Trading hours:  
Monday — Friday 10 am—2 pm 

Saturday 10 am — 12 noon 
 Donations most welcome 

Gloria Willis manager  
All Saints Op Shop for Anglican  

Parish of East Coast 
———————————————— 

 

POP UP BOOK STALL 
Open: Wednesday to Sunday  

11am -2.30pm plus Public Holidays.  
Community Hall (former Council Cham-

bers Building) Vicary St. Triabunna.    
All proceeds are donated to community 

organisations and activities.  
 

Enquiries  
Judy 62571262/0438571262  

Beth 0407571181 
www.facebook.com/PopUpBookStall 
email popupbookstall@hotmail.com  

—————————————–——–- 

OPENING TIMES OPENING TIMES OPENING TIMES 
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SWANSEA COMMUNITY  
& MEN’S SHED   

Opening Hours: 
Tuesday 10am to early afternoon 

(men & women’s group) 
Wednesday 10am to 1pm 

(men’s group) 
Wednesday afternoons 

(school pupils) 
Thursday 10am to early afternoon 

(men’s group) 
Friday 10am to early afternoon 

(women’s group) 
Contact Colin Stevenson 0400 030 746 

———————————————— 

SWANSEA RE-USE SHOPPE 
Opening hours:  

Saturday - Sunday, Tuesday - Thursday 
10am to 3pm 

CLOSED MONDAY & FRIDAY 
 

Contact Tracey Kean 0407 639 022 
———————————————— 

SWANSEA COMMUNITY 
ROOM 

with kitchen facilities. Available for hire 
Contact Heather Groombridge 

0416 200 172 
———————————————— 

SWANSEA GENERAL 
PRACTICE 

May Shaw, Wellington St. Swansea 
Open Monday—Friday 

9.00am-1.00pm   2.00pm-5.00pm 
For an appointment phone  

6257 8205 
———————————–———— 

EAST COAST HERITAGE 
MUSEUM 

22 Franklin Street, Swansea 
Open Mon to Fri 10am–4pm 

Closed Good Friday & Christmas Day 
www.eastcoastheritage.org.au 

(We are Covid Compliant,  
be COVID-19 Safe) 

————————————————- 

 
 

 EAST  
COAST 

ANGLICAN 
 

Please join us for church every  
Sunday (usually 10am or 5pm).  
See details on the website or call  

Reverend Ben Allen 0407 242 522  
www.eastcoastanglican.church 

10 Noyes Street, Swansea 
& 

1 Franklin Street, Triabunna 
——————————------————— 

ST. ANDREWS  
UNITING CHURCH SWANSEA  

 will be holding services on  
the 1st & 3rd Sundays of  

each month at 10m.  
Everyone is invited to attend. 

All Welcome  
————————————————— 

 

 
TAP DANCING CLASSES 
 Swansea Town Hall on Mondays  

at the new time of 4.30pm  
All enquiries phone  

Janelle  
0437 264 332 

———————————————— 

SWANSEA & DISTRICT  
GARDEN CLUB  

Meetings held 2nd Thurs each month 2pm 
at Swansea Community Hub.  

New members welcome. 
Ph 0417 977 118 or  0402 043 621 

Swanseadistrictgardenclub 
@gmail.com  

———————————————— 

DOLPHIN SANDS 
RATEPAYERS ASSOC. (DSRA) 

Email: dsra.7190@gmail.com  
Website: dsra.org.au 

Mail: PO Box 133, Swansea, 7190 
——————————————–—-

SWANSEA MEN'S  
PROBUS CLUB  

meeting start 10am every 2nd Tuesday of 
the month at Swansea Golf Club with 

Social Distancing 
————————————–——–—- 

SWANSEA BRANCH CWA 
meets 2nd Wednesday of the month. New 

members always welcome. Craft days 
alternate months.  

Contact 0402 043 621 for details 
————————-———————— 

CRANBROOK  
CRAFT GROUP 

 Every Wednesday 10.30 am at  
Cranbrook Hall. Cranbrook.  

 
Contact Edith  0409 216 793 

———————————–———–— 

SWANSEA EXERCISE GROUP 
held at Swansea Golf Club  

Mondays 8:45 for 9 am. (currently full) 
Followed by Qigong at 10 am Enquiries:  

0429 178 076 / 0448 649 765  
(re Exercise Group) or 

 0448 649 765 (re Qigong) 
————————————–—–—— 

 SWANSEA TENNIS CLUB is 
open to all members and available for hire. 

Ladies day Mondays, playing 11am. 
Contact  

Kathy Dance 0439 732 496.  
All new members welcome. 

——————————–————–— 

GLAMORGAN SPRING BAY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC. 
Are you interested in local History? Then 
consider joining the Historical Society. 
Currently our office is open Tuesdays 

10am to 4pm  
22 Franklin Street, Swansea 

https://glamorganhistory.org.au/ 
Phone: 03 6256 5077 

————–——————–———–—–-

EAST COAST COMMUNITY  
YOUTH CHOIR  

Will be resuming from their winter break 
in Term 4 to prepare Christmas carols. The 
choir is open to boys and girls aged 9 - 16.  

Meets  in Orford. 
Contact Gaye 0422 961 678  

for  details. 

———–—————————— 

SPRING BAY WALKERS  
Every Thursday morning, contact  
Peter Hutememier 6257 7506.  

See programme 
www.triabunnavillage.com.au/

springbay- walkers 
—-—————————————–— 

MAHJONG & SCRABBLE 
 1.30 pm every Monday  
at Swansea Golf Club.  

Contact Lyn Lyne 0438 578 208 
———————————–-——–— 

         THE ORFORD &  
         DISTRICT RIDING  

      CLUB INC. 
The last weekend of every month between 

10.00am & 3.00pm 
57 Inkerman Street Triabunna 
For info. Phone: 0427796096 

E-mail: sandmgraham@bigpond.com 
Facebook— Orford and District  

Riding Club Inc. 
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 

————————————————— 

GKR  KARATE 
Karate classes starting on Thursday at the 
Triabunna District School.  The class starts 
at 12 noon.  

For further details contact  
Nathan Jacobs  0482 471 443 

———————————————— 

IMPORTANT 
Please keep all your community notices up to date by contacting us on 

Phone: 0424 425 908 or Email: gobcnews@gmail.com 

CLUBS & GROUPS 

OPENING TIMES CLUBS & GROUPS CHURCH NOTICES 
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SWANSEA MODEL YACHT 
CLUB INC. 

The SMYC Inc. wishes to advise all in-
terested parties that our sailing day has 
changed to Mondays every week. All 
interested parties and spectators wel-
come. Sailing is at the Kelvedon Dam 
south of Swansea  
Inquiries to Cheryl on 0419393774 
———————————————— 

SPRING BAY POTTERS 
The Spring Bay Potters Group started in 
2020 by local artist Dorothy Duncombe-
Jackson. Situated in specifically built 
facilities at The Village in Triabunna, the 
Group regularly meet for classes and pot-
ting on  

Wednesdays &  Fridays  
10.00am to 1.00pm.  

As well as tuition, clay, tools, glazes etc. 
are provided for a cost. 

Peter Hüttemeier 
———————————————–— 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas—No organised walks between 

20th Dec 21— 10th Jan 22 
For further information,  

please text Susan on 0429 146 950. 
———–-——--———–———–-——— 

DOLPHIN SANDS 
ART GROUP 
King’s Gallery 

22 Cambria 
Dolphin Sands 

 11am to 1pm  

  BYO everything  $5 for charity  

 Some easels available  

 Coffee from gallery 
———————————————— 

 
 

THE VILLAGE 
20 Melbourne Street, Triabunna 

Community Market third Sunday of each 
Month 10.00am to 1.00pm. Large range 

of stalls and activities. Sell from your car 
boot, charge applies. Large range of com-

munity activities during the week, for 
details see: 

http://triabunnavillage.com.au/ 
https://www.facebook.com/

VillageTriabunna/ 
——————————————–—- 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
————————————————-
MILITARY COMPENSATION 

& REHABILITATION  
ADVOCACY SERVICES  

are now available at the Swansea RSL for 
ex-service, current serving and family 
members of the Australian Defence  

Forces. Contact   
Steven Kenny  0438 060 047 

—————————————–——— 
Rescue, rehabilitation and 
release of native wildlife. 
Also treating wombats 

with mange in our Municipality on behalf 
of  Wombat Rescue.  

Contact Marcia 0448714419 
————————————————

THE LIVING ROOM at  

THE HUB SWANSEA 
1st Thursday of the month                                                     

1pm to 5pm for friendly chat. 
Your way-Your Say 

The Living Room at The Village 
Triabunna & The Hub Swansea is a  
supportive community group providing a 
comfortable space for conversations & 
information sharing about living well, 
comfortable with your plan for end of life 

Sally, Carrie & Leni  
(text preferred: 0448 912 929/

leni.jarvis@bigpond.com 
———————————————— 

COLOUR ISSUES 2021 
Issue 01 January 04 

Issue 14 April 06 
Issue 27 July 06 

Issue 40 October 05 
Issue 50 December 14 

————————————————- 

 
 

ANGLICAN CEMETERY 
Waterloo Street 

Due to the rain and heavy grass growth, 
many graves in the Cemetery need some 
attention.  I would like to encourage any-
one who has a family grave there to help 
by tidying up.  This will leave the  ceme-
tery in neat condition ready for Christmas 

and those that will visit at that time. 
                                            D.Lord 

———————————————--— 

SWANSEA TENNIS CLUB  
ANNUAL GENERAL  

MEETING 
 

Thursday 2nd December  
at 4.00pm 

Bark Mill Tavern Dining Room 
All members very welcome to attend. 

Kathy Dance 
Secretary – 0439 732 496 

———————————————— 

IMPORTANT 
Please keep our community & your 

notices up to date by contacting us at 

Phone: 0424 425 908 or  
Email: gobcnews@gmail.com 

________________________________ 
 

SWANSEA ONLINE ACCESS  
CENTRE (SOAC) &  

GREAT OYSTER BAY  
COMMUNITY NEWS 

(GOBCNews) 
CHRISTMAS &  

NEW YEAR’S CLOSURE 
This issue marks 2 weeks left until the 
end of the publishing year for the Great 
Oyster Bay Community News. As usual 
we will finish the year with a colour issue 
so any advertiser or resident wishing to 
place adverts or other end of year greet-
ings is asked to have a think & get them 
in early. Deadline 12pm Friday 10th Dec 
 

The GOBCNews plans to print its 
final 2021 issue on  

Tuesday 14thDec. 2021.  
The first issue for 2022 planned for  

Tuesday 11th Jan. 2022 
--------------------------------- 

The Swansea Online Access Centre 
will close for Xmas &  
New Year’s break at  

2pm on Friday 17th Dec. 2021  
and reopen at  

10am on 10th Jan. 2022 
 

Bill Fry (coordinator for SOAC) &    
Rob Gaspari (desktop publisher for 

GOBCNews) 
 

CORRECTION  
Final newsletter for 2021 is 

14th Dec not 21st Dec as  
stated in last weeks issue 

 

————————————————- 

MEALS ON WHEELS  
SWANSEA ROSTER 

Date 2021 Name 

Wed O1 Dec N Hickey 

Thur 02 Dec A Simson 

Fri 03 Dec A & R Smith 

Mon 06 Dec L & S Evans 

Tues 07 Dec J Whittaker 

CLUBS & GROUPS COMMUNITY NOTICES COMMUNITY NOTICES 

Let’s Get Walking 
Day Meeting place Time 

Mon Duck Park 9am 

 Tue Duck Park 9am 

 Wed Duck Park  9am 

  
Thur 

  

Duck Park 
All fitness levels  

encouraged  
 6.30pm 

  
Fri 

Duck Park - Slow walk 
suitable for beginners and 

mums with bubs 
10am 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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Continued from page 1 
 

SWANSEA TASMANIA  1973 
 

fierce Australia, those thousands of miles 
of outback, is a land far to the north. That 
Australia, as Dorothea MacKellar de-
scribed it in one of her poems, is the 
“sunburnt country.” 
 

Tasmania is nothing like that. It is a gen-
tle place of valleys and lakes, of soft 
green plains, of rocky coasts. It is hedge-
rows shaved smoother than carpet, picket 
fences, stone walls, misty mornings. But  

more than anything else, Tasmania is 
tiny, almost invisible clots of humanity 
like Swansea, barricaded against time 
alongside sleeping bays and rivers. 
 

Imprinted by Time 
You can go up the eastern coast to St. 
Helens, or down to Bust‐me‐Gall, or 
around the neck of Oyster Bay to Coles 
Bay, where the population has increased 
by 40 people and an odd number of cats 
and dogs in the last 20 years, and in each 
you will find a common denominator: 
towns imperilled by the passage of time. 
They are nearly artifacts, dusty curios of a 
world that has passed them by, yet in each 
there is that certain fragile something that 
endears them to you and makes you cheer 
their efforts to survive. Call it quaintness 
or simplicity or the Good Life and you 
haven't quite got it. It is deeper, stirring at 
the roots of our instinct to want some-
thing to live and the fear that if it doesn't 
we shall all be the worse. It is this that 
gives a remote speck of humanity called 
Swansea, Tasmania, an infinite im-
portance, and links it with all other van-
ishing Main Streets of the world. 
 

But if Swansea appears lost in time, from 
another viewpoint it almost seems above 
time, beyond its caprices. Except for the 
two trailer parks and few new buildings 
and more houses up on the hill, a visitor 
gets the feeling that, were William and 
Sarah Lyne alive today, they would rec-
ognize the village they helped found near-
ly 150 years ago. The Lynes put ashore 
on Christmas Day, 1826, after a three‐
month voyage from England with three 
sons, two daughters, two servants, two 
dogs, two hogsheads of rum, and their 
determination. The Council Chambers 
they built soon afterward still stand on 
Noyes Street and remain the site of a 
monthly town meeting. The Registrar of 
Births and Deaths posts his notices there 
just as he did 100 years ago. 
 

The permanence is everywhere. Morris's 
General Store on Franklin Street, opened 
in 1846, remains the basic source of dry 
goods for the community —and is operat-
ed by the descendants of James Morris, 
who became proprietor in 1868. The li-
brary (the quaint sign on the, door reads 
Glamorgan Public Library and Ladies 
Rest Room) continues to operate on the 
subscription basis it began with 104 years 
ago. The town still has one banker, one 

butcher, one druggist, one greengrocer. 
The Roman Catholic priest makes it 
through town every two months. The law-
yers serving the community are in attend-
ance once a fortnight. 
 

So, fascinated by this sense of timeless-
ness, the visitor stops into Tom Bryan's 
bakery to see if he, will talk about his 
town. Except for a hitch in the service 
during the war, Tom has spent his life in 
Swansea, as have his parents, who just the 
previous evening celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary at the Swan Inn. 
 

Tom starts out by denying the lack of 
change. But when you press him, all he 
can do is smile, run two fingers along the 
brim of his old felt fedora, stick the other 
hand into his faded baker's coat and, say, 
“Well, we do have the new sawmill on 
the edge of town . . . and lately during 
holiday periods the tourists come like 
flies....” 
 

The tourists are coming — and in terms 
of the town's bid to stay alive that is a 
blessing. But such blessings can be 
mixed, and when you look a bit closer at 
the town and discover a souvenir shop 
and a photo store and, worse, tacky motel 
units stuck incongruously to the front of 
the otherwise stately Swan Inn, then it is 
hard not to feel tinges of regret. But these 
are ripples on otherwise undisturbed wa-
ters, and your, guess is that Swansea will 
not become swamped by commercialism. 
 

People there probably don't even know 
the word. Some how they just don't seem 
to have angles, and to a “Sydneysider” or 
an American that can be a difficult propo-
sition to accept. To be convinced, it is 
necessary to study the unintentional mes-
sage behind signs like “War Memorial 
and Billiard Room.” Or better, think 
about the instructions at the golf course 
that ask you to “put your 50‐cent green 
fees in envelope and slide under door, or 
else pay at Morris's General Store when 
convenient.” It is both a disarming unso-
phistication and an inherent trust in one's 
fellow man, an instinct—no, a compul-
sion—of these people to be no more than 
they are and to expect the same in return. 
 

And what of the youth, the real hope of 
any Main Street? Lyndon Salter, 22, and 
every inch his father's son except possibly 
for his shoulder length hair, works as a 
tire fitter in Hobart Tasmania's capital, 87 
miles south of Swansea. Each weekend 
Lyndon catches a bus home to Swansea. 
He shrugs and says it is because of foot-
ball games and his girlfriend, but as he 
goes on, he indicates it is just as much 
because of the “mateship” he knows will 
be waiting there for him each Friday 
night. 
 

A Real Football Team 
(It turns out there really is a playing foot-
ball team in addition to the drinking one. 
Not a very good team, however. On the 
day before Bill Gray fumed about poli-

tics, St. Helens came to town and clob-
bered the boys by 60 points. The next 
morning the team got to the field early, 
kicked the ball around for 45 minutes, 
then piled inside the clubhouse to join 
their fathers already awash in grog. Bill 
calls it “the mental part of their game—
the internal training.”) 
 

The mateship young Salter speaks of is 
purely Australian in philosophy and kind, 
different from the camaraderie or fellow-
ship Americans and other nationalities  
experience. It has to do with the brute 
facts of the Australian geography and is 
less a Social circumstance than a product 
of the immense distance this country is 
from the rest of mankind. Any Main 
Street anywhere could claim dependen-
cies based on human interrelationships 
that are deeper than those based on syn-
thesized entertainments, but in Main 
Street, Tasmania, hu man interrelation-
ships constitute more of a sole depend-
ence. 
 

You can see this on Sunday mornings at 
the clubhouse. You can see it on Saturday 
night's when they pack up the babies and 
grab the old ladies and all gather at the 
Swan Inn for what called a cabaret but is 
closer to hootenanny and free‐for‐all, the 
kids doing the funky chicken, their par-
ents the jitterbug, their grandparents the 
box step waltz—all to the same music. 
And you can see it in newcomers to the 
town like Rita, a young girl who emigrat-
ed from Europe and now works in Tom 
Bryan's bakery. She understates her feel-
ings by saying, “This is a place where my 
children don't get knocked about,” but the 
smile on her face argues for much more. 
 

And so the final feeling a visitor begins to 
get about this Main Street Down Under is 
that for now at least things are pretty 
much working. Swansea, Tasmania, like 
most other small towns in the world, is 
severely threatened by time and may one 
day become such an anachronism that it 
will fade back into the sandy soil from 
which it first grew. But for this moment if 
not the future, much like those “Diggers” 
in their slouch hats who held firm on the 
crags of Gallipoli during the First World 
War, the people of Swansea are not giv-
ing up. They have dug in and are trying to 
go on. 
 

If You Go . . . 
. . to Swansea, Tasmania, you'll discover 
that getting there is a roundabout proposi-
tion. Plane connections must be made 
first at Melbourne, on the Australian 
mainland, then at Hobart, Tasmania's 
capital city. Once in Hobart you can rent 
a car or take a bus to Swansea. The auto 
drive, along the scenic Tasman Highway, 
is the better bet: You can park your car 
along any number of stretches, hop a 
fence and be on a deserted beach within 
seconds. 
 

In Swansea, prices are uniformly low. A 
hamburger “with the lot” is 45 cents. A 
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full meal at the Swan Inn costs less than 
$3. Greens fees at the public golf course, 
low enough on a daily basis (50 cents), 
are even lower by the week‐‐$2. 
 

Although there are several guesthouses in 
town, the English‐style Swan Inn, with its 
cheery fireplaces, is your best lodging 
bet. Manager Hal Rouleston's wine cellar 
is a good one, and the inn's three pubs are 
neatly always merry. The Saturday night 
cabaret is not to be missed. 
 

Australian‐rules football is close to the 
game of rugby, only rougher. The town 
team generally kicks and gouges its way 
downfield on Saturday afternoon from 
April to June. If that doesn't interest you, 
a drive around the neck of Oyster Bay to 
the tidy little town of Coles Bay might, or 
a drive to Port Arthur near Hobart to see 
the ruins of an early maximum security 
penal colony. 
 
Driving holidays are popular on Tasma-
nia, “the Apple Isle,” because of its sce-
nic beauty. Australia's springtime 
(September through November) is proba-
bly the best time for a visit, but no season 
is unpleasant. 
———————————————— 
 

Post script by Rob Gaspari 
 

Even though more of a travel log it is an 
insightful article on Swansea in the 70’s 
by US journalist Paul Hendrickson. A trip 
down memory lane for those who lived 
the time.  
 

Hendrickson born in 1944 would have  
been just a lad of 29 at the time. Now 
an author, journalist, and professor. He 
is a senior lecturer and member of the 
Department of English at the University 
of Pennsylvania. USA. 
 

As of 2014, Hendrickson has written five 
nonfiction books, including a memoir and 
biographies about Marion Post Wol-
cott, Robert McNamara, and Ernest Hem-
ingway.  
 

Thanks to Noel Stanley for the great find. 
——————————————————– 

Fireman Bob preparing the fire engine. 
 

THE XMAS PARADE IS 
COMING upon us very quickly. The 
street decorations are going up,the houses 
& businesses are starting to look festive 
& the weather is looking great. So keep 
working on your floats etc. for the parade.  
 

Please don't forget to fill in your forms 
which are available in the newsletter  
below. 
 

Cheers from the Xmas parade committee. 
—–——————————————-- 

Chantelle from the Swansea Post Office 
with the newly arrived Santa's Mail box . 
Make sure that you get your letters to 
Santa in early to make sure Santa and 
Australia Post has enough time to get 
them back to you. 
 

Swansea Community Christmas 
————————————————————— 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Urgently Needed  
Committee Secretary  

Call Sherry  

0467 972 578  

THE POM 
Is going to have a  

Garage Sale 
at 

14232 Tasman Highway  
starting 8 am 

Sat 4th December 2021 
 

Tools etc. and Lots More 
“Ye All Come Ye Hear” 
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This weeks Puzzle Page answers …..  

No cheating now! 

DO YOU NEED TO DO 

PHOTOCOPYING 
Large print runs at very reasona-

ble prices. B&W or colour, A4/A3 

size and in 

booklet form 

if required. 

SWANSEA 

ONLINE  

ACCESS  

CENTRE 
Franklin Street, Swansea. 7190 

Next to the Library 

Ph. 0424 425 908 

Email. gobcnews@gmail.com 

 

DETAIL DENTURE CLINIC Triabunna  

New & old patients welcome 

 
 
 
 

 

15 Vicary Street, Triabunna 
Open every Friday by appointment    Phone 6234 4258 

• Implant dentures 
• Full dentures 
• Partial dentures 
• Acrylic based 
• Metal based 

• Veteran Affairs provider 
• Custom mouthguards 
• Relines  
• Same day repairs 
• Health fund rebates 

A V E N U E S  S P A 

T  G O S S I P   R 

E R G  U P R I G H T 

  S  A    L  I 

O O H  L A D D I E S 

R  A L L  E  S  A 

P A P A Y A S  S U N 

H U E   B I  A   

A R D U O U S  D A B 

N A  R A T T L E S  

S L A N T  S U S H I 

3 8 6 1 9 7 5 4 2 

4 9 7 8 5 2 1 6 3 

2 5 1 6 3 4 7 9 8 

6 1 3 2 4 8 9 5 7 

9 2 4 5 7 1 3 8 6 

8 7 5 3 6 9 2 1 4 

1 4 2 7 8 5 6 3 9 

7 6 8 9 1 3 4 2 5 

5 3 9 4 2 6 8 7 1 
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Want to advertise with us! Please see our website for details.  

www.gobcnews.weebly.com 
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The Massage  
& Healing Clinic 

Little Swanport 
Rehabilitation-Relaxation-

Remedial Sports-
Musculoskeletal Therapy  

Journey-Practitioner Trained 

John Geeves ATMS Acred. Health rebates avail. 

0428 831 359 
www.remedialmassagehobart.com 

SWANSEA PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALL STUART FOX 0409 435 991 
8 Wedge Street. Swansea TAS 7190 ABN 34161234295 

• Window & door 
repairs 
• Gardening & 
pruning 
• Flu & wood 
heater cleaning 

• Property clean ups 
• Window cleaning 
• Small property slashing — 
All terrain ride on 

• Gutter & roof cleaning 

• Pressure washing 
• Waste removal 
• Mini Excavator work 1.7t 
• Retaining walls 
• Lawn & edging — ride on 
& mower 

• Tree trimming 
• Shower screen  
• Handy man service for all 
types of repairs 
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Lest we forget 
 
On 17th November we were pleased to 
welcome Garry Beven and Steven Ken-
ny, advocates from Military Compensa-
tion and Rehabilitation Advocacy to join 
us for morning tea and a very informative 
overview of their role. While attendee 
numbers were low those who did join us 
were updated on services which are avail-
able to veterans. 
 
Many of you would know of the work of 
Steve in our community assisting our 
veterans. Hopefully many more will now 
contact him for support. His contact de-
tails are available in the GOBC newslet-
ter each week.  
 
A huge thank you to Garry and Steve for 
donating their time to attend. Their com-
mitment to our veterans and the assis-
tance they provide to improve their quali-
ty of life is immeasurable.  
 
Harry Duffy 
President Swansea RSL 
————————————————————-- 

 

Bureau of  
Meteorology  

declares  
La Niña underway 

 
The Bureau of Meteorology today de-
clared a La Niña has developed in the 
Pacific Ocean. 
 
La Niña is part of a cycle known as the 
El Niño-Southern Oscillation (ENSO), a 
naturally occurring shift in ocean temper-
atures and weather patterns along 
the equator in the Pacific Ocean. 
 
During La Niña, waters in the central or 
eastern tropical Pacific become cooler 
than normal, persistent south-east to 
north-westerly winds strengthen in the 
tropical and equatorial Pacific, and 
clouds shift to the west, closer to Austral-
ia. 
 
The Bureau’s Head of Operational Cli-
mate Services, Dr Andrew Watkins, said 
that typically during La Niña events, rain-
fall becomes focused in the west-
ern tropical Pacific, leading to wetter than 
normal period for eastern, northern and 
central parts of Australia.  
 
“La Niña also increases the chance of 
cooler than average daytime temperatures 
for large parts of Australia and can in-
crease the number of tropical cyclones 
that form," Dr Watkins said. 
 
"La Niña is also associated with earlier 
first rains of the northern wet season, as 
we've observed across much of tropical 
Australia this year. 
  
"The last significant La Niña was 2010–
12. This strong event saw large impacts 
across Australia, including Australia’s 
wettest two-year periods on record, and 
widespread flooding.  
 
"La Niña also occurred during spring and 
summer of 2020-21. Back-to-back La 
Niña events are not unusual, with around 
half of all past events returning for a sec-
ond year." 
 
Dr Watkins said that this year's event is 
not predicted to be as strong as the 2010-
12 event and may even be weaker than in 
2020-21 La Niña event.  
 
“Every La Niña has different impacts, as 
it is not the only climate driver to affect 
Australia at any one time. That's why it is 

important not to look at it in isolation and 
use the Bureau’s climate outlooks tools 
online to get a sense about likely condi-
tions for the months ahead,” Dr Watkins 
said.  
 
The Bureau previously shifted to 
La Niña WATCH on 14 September 2021, 
and to La Niña ALERT on 12 October 
2021. La Niña is likely to persist until at 
least the end of January 2022. 
 
For more information about climate  
drivers, visit our website. 
 
——————–———————-—— 

Wills & Conveyancing  
Legal Advice Commercial 

Litigation  
 1 Stanton Place, 

Cambridge  

(03) 6248 4144 

admin@robertsandpartnerslawyers.com.au 

 

Advertising, Stories & Copy Deadline:  
STRICTLY 12 NOON FRIDAY 

2022 marks the  
80th anniversary of the 

start of the Kokoda  
campaign during WW2. 

 
If anyone is interested in challenging 

themselves both physically and  
emotionally by undertaking  

the 96km hike, contact  
Andy at Adventure Abroad  

for more information. 
 

Ph: 0413 277 358 
 
Email: 
andy@adventureabroad.com.au 
https://www.adventureabroad.com.au  
› ...On The Trail: Kokoda 2018 |  
Adventure Abroad 

The Great Oyster Bay  
Community News 

would love more local stories and  
reports from the wider  

Glamorgan-Spring Bay area...  
If you think you can help? 

If you have a story or information that 
could be of interest to your community 

submit an article to your local  
community newsletter. 

Send it to the GOBCNews team 
 email us at 

gobcnews@gmail.com 
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FOR SALE 
Swansea Area. 

 

Dining Table with matching chairs. 
2070 x 930 seats 8 people.  

Very good condition,  
solid construction. One off.  

$1500 

Contact Donna Mob  
0407 999 535 

Have you any stories or articles you want to share?  
Please see our website for details. 

www.gobcnews.weebly.com 

JAWS MAINTENANCE 
& SERVICES 

• Home and Property Maintenance 

• Landscaping 

• Gardening 

• Lawn Mowing and Brush Cutting 

• Rubbish Removal 

• Property Hazard Reduction/
clearing 

 

No job too big or too small…. 
 

Contact us today 
to make your 

home JAWSome!! 
 

Joshua Wickham 
0438 866 735 

ABN: 20 506 110 168 

SWANSEA 

jawsmands@gmail.com  
 Find us on Facebook:  

@JAWSMandS 

Call Andrew Moore 

0457 711 108 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trial Opening Hours 
Monday – Friday 7:30am – 6:00pm 

Saturday 7:30am – 2:00pm 
 

Full newsagency and post office services available  
during opening hours including Saturday 
When the flags are out – we are open 

 

Printing services available including A4/A3 black and white/colour  
printing, photocopying, brochures and booklet creation 

 

Our new phone number  
03 6117 0000 

 

Newspaper and magazine holding/home delivery options available 
 

New small/medium/large PO boxes coming soon 
 

Self-service Centrelink access point available during opening hours 
 

Coin exchange services to exchange coins for notes  
including everyday customers, businesses and laundromat clients 

 

Australia Post gift lines 
 

Local made product giftware 
 

Bank@Post services – withdrawal/deposits/balance enquiries  
with over 80 financial institutions 

 

Bill payment services – TasWater, Aurora, Telstra, Optus, Rates  
and many more 

 

Phone credit vouchers 
 

More services will be available as we get our store renovations completed 
Thank you for welcoming us in the community and we look forward to help-
ing you in any way we can. Our store is a fun and friendly environment and 

we really appreciate your support. 

• Skid steer bobcat — 4 ton  
   excavator 

• Slashing / clearing / driveways 

• House sites / landscaping 

• Laser levelling 

• Plumbing / electrical / drainage 

• Post holes    

free quotes 

  

 Tim & Lorraine Vincent 
 Earthmoving & Landscaping 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 swanseabobcat89@gmail.com          

 0427 794 248    
      
 89 Gordon St         
 Swansea 7190 

SWANSEA BOBCAT 
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Timber Joinery  
Windows • Doors • Gates • 

Stairs • Machining & Moulding • 

all profiles  

Peter 0447 758 116  

          Lake Leake Inn 
                    Open 7 days  
                 Ph: 0419 750 837 

———————–——————  

Accommodation Available  
Lunch 11.30am–2pm Dinner 5.30–8pm  

 

Enquire at Lake Leake Inn 

Come on in we're OPEN  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tues December 14 - Wed 15 
7.30pm-2:30am 

Tickets: springbaymill.com 

Shooting Star Soirée  
at SPRING BAY MILL 

 

The Geminid meteor shower - 
one of the solar system's most 

prolific - is back, so we're  
having a viewing party with  
scientists, dinner and drinks,  

poetry and telescopes. 

December 5th 
at Kennedia  
13 Kennedia 
Pl. Swansea 
 

1 piano - 4 hands 
Karen Smithies 

and Jennifer Marten-Smith will wow 
and amuse us with works by Bach,  
Mozart and Fauré.  
Watch four hands fly over the keys, and 
at times over each other. Brandenburg 
meets Papageno, there’s something for 
everyone! 
Programme: (all 4 hands) 

Mozart Sonata in D major 
Bach Brandenburg Concerto no. 3 

in G major 
Fauré Dolly Suite -  

1. Berceuse 
2. Mi-a-ou 

3. Le Jardin de Dolly 
4. Kitty-Valse 
5. Tendresse 

6. Le Pas Espagnol 
Mozart ‘Papageno’ fantasy 

(We will have some encores too -  
for Christmas.) Seats going fast!  

Contact eccai.tas@gmail.com / 
0427861618 

to book Tickets $25/$20  
ECCAI members & concessions 

Want to advertise with us!  
Please see our website  

for details.  
www.gobcnews.weebly.com 
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THE PUZZLE PAGE 
THIS WEEK’S CROSSWORD 

No. 48.2021                      By Rob Gaspari 

 

WHAT’S SO FUNNY? 
 

Three men are all working on building a house. 
They go up to the roof for lunch, and un-

wrapped their sandwiches. The Brunette says "if I get one 
more Tuna sandwich, I'm going to jump off this roof and kill 
myself. The black haired one says "if I get one more pickle 
and lettuce sandwich, I, too, am going to jump off this roof 
and kill myself. The blonde looks at his sandwich and also 
declares, "if I get one more peanut butter and jelly sandwich, 
I'm going to jump off this roof and kill myself." The next 
day, they all get the same sandwiches and kill themselves. 
That night, their wives all meet up and mourn. "If I had 
known that my husband was going to kill himself over a 
sandwich, I wouldn't have given it to him." The brunette 
cries. "Same," the raven head replies. They both look at the 
blonde. "Don't look at me, he packed his own lunch!"  

ALL ANSWERS  
ON PAGE 7 

 

LIFE’S LIKE THAT :-  
 

 Children in the back seats of cars cause 

accidents, but accidents in back seats cause 

children. 

www.oneliners-and-proverbs.com      RjG 

THIS WEEKS SUDOKU 

https://eastcoasttasmania.com/ 

CLUES 
 

ACROSS    
    

1. Boulevards (7) 
7. Mineral spring (3) 
9. Newsmonger (6) 
11. Work unit (3) 
12. In the vertical (7) 
14. Exclamation of 
wonder (3) 
15. Scottish youths (7) 
17. Everything (3) 
19. Pawpaws (7) 
22. Sol (3) 
23. Shade of colour (3) 
24. Two of (2) 
25. Laborious (7) 
28. Skilled (3) 
30. Sodium (2) 
31. Makes a sound (7) 
33. Slope (5) 
34. Japanese roles (5) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

DOWN 
 

1. Ate (3) 
2. Oval (3-9) 
3. In the negative (2) 
4. Customarily (7) 
5. Seers possess this 
(1.1.1.) 
6. Knights title (3) 
8. Craftsman (7) 
10. Π (2) 
13. Sliding dance steps 
(9) 
14. Parentless children 
(7) 
16. Ceases (7) 
18. Lanthanum (2) 
20. Pertaining to the ear 
(5) 
21.  
26. Funeral vase (3) 
27. Fodder grain for 
animals (3) 
29.Burnt residue (3) 
32. Lutetium (2) 

1  2 3 4 5 6  7  8 

  9     10    

11    12    13   

           

14    15  16     

  17 18        

19 20    21   22   

23     24      

25   26 27    28 29  

30   31    32    

33      34     

      1   7       

4 9           6 3 

  5 1       7 9   

6     2   8     7 

      5   1       

8     3   9     4 

  4 2       6 3   

7 6           2 5 

      4   6       
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Bicheno 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Coles Bay 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Orford/Triabunna 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swansea 

5-Day Glamorgan-Spring Bay Weather from Bureau of Meteorology 

SPORT & WEATHER 
Swansea  
Golf Club  

 

Results 27th November 2021. 

Today’s event was an Ambrose played in 

perfect weather and very generously  

sponsored by the Swansea Pharmacy  

Winners  Rick Fulton, Shane Bartel, 

Jason Kerrison, Paul Morris 46.75 

Runners Up  Kathy Dance, Rick Dance, 

Christine Ring, Derek Ring. 47.5 

Nearest the Pin  9th/18th Ricky Wright 

Super Pin  4th/13th Ricky Fulton, 7th/16th 

Paul Nunn 

Next Week December Monthly Medal – 

Stroke 
 

20th November 2021 
Results of the 4th and final round of the annual 

FOBS inter club competition played at 

Bicheno Golf Club. A very large field com-

peted, with the overall winners and congratu-

lations to Orford Golf Club The final totals 

were, Orford 539 followed by Swansea 512 

Freycinet 489 and Bicheno 466. 

Swansea Best Scores  

Men                         Tim Bond 38,  

Runner Up             Jason Kerrison 37,  

Ladies                     Alison Smith 29 

 

Wednesday 24th November 2021 
Lady’s Mid-week - Stroke 

18-Holers   Winner Kathy Dance 61, 
Runner Up      Joanna Whelan 62 c/b. 
9-Holers   Winner Pip Cardno 34 c/b,  
Runner Up         Jennifer Whittaker 34. 

Nearest the Pin  4th Jennifer Whittaker, 5th Pat 
Hardcastle, 7th Joanna Whelan, 8th Pip Cardno. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS Joanna 
Whelan HOLE in ONE 7th hole 

 

Wednesday 17th November 2021 
Ladies Canadian Foursomes - Delayed Results 
18-Holers Winners     Lee Bennett & Chris-
tine Ring 61.5  
Runners Up                Sally Siepen & Alison 
Smith 63.5. 
9-Holers Winners       Jennifer Whittaker & 
Pip Cardno 30.25. 
Runners Up                 Lynden Harris & Hel-
en Hall 40 
 

Chicken Run (Scores Only) 
Wednesday    Greg West 27.5, Rod Smith 
30.5     
Putts               Greg West 12. 
Friday            Christine Ring 28, Derek 
Ring 30, Ricky Fulton 31.  
Putts               Shane Bartel 13 c/b  

 
 

    Results & jokes supplied by Paul Nunn 

 —–——-——————–—————— 

Swansea  
Cricket Club 

 

Levendale 3/222 df Swansea 36 
T Bryan 0/16 10 overs 
L Young 0/21  7 overs  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

————————————————- 

Swansea Bowls Club 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The East Coast Bowls Fours Grand Final 
turned into a Swansea tussle at Bicheno 
on Sunday.   
Swansea's Shane Pollington, Steve  
Hanaveer and Michael Dalla-Vecchia defeat-
ed Swansea's Barry Hill, Dean Pyke and 
James Amos!    9 shots to 15.  
Well done all you have done Swansea proud. 
———————————————— 

Date /result  Match 

Nov 06/Lost Swansea V Mt. Pleasant 

Nov 13 Bye 

Nov 20/Lost Dodges Ferry V Swansea 

Nov 27/Lost Swansea V Levendale 

Dec 04 Swansea V Triabunna 


